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Santa Ana Unified School District 

1601 E. Chestnut Avenue 

Santa Ana, California 92701 

 

MINUTES 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

SANTA ANA BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

September 24, 2013 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:53 p.m. by Board President Hernández. 

Other members in attendance were Mr. Richardson, Mr. Palacio, and Ms. Iglesias. 

 

Cabinet members present were Mr. McCully, Dr. Phillips, Ms. Lohnes, Mr. Dixon, 

Ms. Miller, Dr. Rodriguez, and Mr. McKinney.  

 

 

CLOSED SESSION PRESENTATIONS 

 

Mr. Hernández asked those wishing to address the Board in matters pertaining 

to Closed Session to step to the lectern.   

 

There were no individuals wishing to address the Board on matters of Closed 

Session. 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 

 

The Regular Board meeting was immediately recessed to consider legal issues, 

negotiations, and personnel matters.  Dr. Yamagata-Noji arrived during Closed 

Session. 

 

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 

 

The Regular Board meeting reconvened at 7:34 p.m. 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Hernández. 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

 

Mr. McCully greeted all present at the meeting.  
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Mr. McCully was honored to attend the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Garfield 

Elementary School and the opening of the brand new two-story classroom building 

along with Board Vice President, Mr. Richardson.  Special guests in attendance were 

Senator Lou Correa; Vice President of the Rancho Santiago Community College 

District Mr. Jose Solorio; President of the Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Dave 

Elliott; and the Deputy Executive Officer from the Office of Public Construction, 

Mr. Juan Mireles.  All attended in support of the District and the Garfield 

Community. 

 

Mr. McCully invited Berenice Moreno, Ryan Ahmath, Maria Pineda, Hector 

Guerrero, and Sofia Tam, members of the Century High School Associated Student Body 

to the lectern.  They were the first of a series of presentations from high school 

students to share with the Board and audience the great things taking place at 

their high school campus.   

 

Mr. McCully concluded his remarks by thanking the Board for entrusting him to 

lead the District during the search for a permanent Superintendent.  

 

 

RECOGNITION 

 

Customer Service Employee of the Month for September 2013, Keple Cristobal 

 

Mr. Hernández called Mr. McKinney, Associate Superintendent, Human Resources 

to step to the lectern; he introduced Ms. Carol Muse, Principal at Kennedy 

Elementary School, and Mr. Keple Cristobal.  Mr. Cristobal was selected as the 

Customer Service Employee of the Month for September 2013, for taking pride and 

ownership of Kennedy Elementary School.  Keple works tirelessly for everyone - 

students, staff, and parents. 

 

 

Change in Order of Agenda 

 

 Mr. Hernández received consensus from the Board, to bring forward agenda item 

13.0. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF SAUSD SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AND APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT 

AGREEMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 4-1, 

Ms. Iglesias dissenting, to approve the employment of Superintendent of Schools and 

the approval of employment agreement with SAUSD. 

 

Board President Hernández invited Dr. Rick Miller to the lectern.  Dr. Miller 

thanked the Board for the opportunity to serve as Superintendent and for their 

trust in him.  Dr. Miller believes Santa Ana is a great place and wants to be a 

part of the solutions that are in the SAUSD.  The two themes that have always been 

consistent with Dr. Miller are students and learning.  Dr. Miller introduced his 

wife Paula, and stated that they are both looking forward to their arrival to Santa 

Ana and engaging with staff, students, and administrators to get to the work that 

is at hand. 
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Change in Order of Agenda 

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

Mr. Hernández asked those wishing to address the Board on matters related to 

agenda items to step to the lectern.  Michael Leon - CSEA Labor Representative-

Chapter 41, Jesus Fernando Mendoza, and James Hunt addressed the Board on personnel 

issues concerning a manager. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Orange County Department of Education Fourth Quarterly Report on Williams 

Settlement Legislation for Teacher Assignment Monitoring for Fiscal Year 2012-13 

 

Mr. Hernández asked Mr. Dixon, Assistant Superintendent, Facilities and 

Governmental Relations to step to the lectern. 

 

Mr. Dixon reported that there were no vacancies or complaints filed. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

California Office to Reform Education No Child Left Behind Waiver Local 

Education Agency Implementation Plan 

 

Dr. Michelle Rodriguez, Chief Academic Officer, provided a brief overview of 

the four focus areas of the California Office to Reform Education Waiver 

Implementation Plan.  The highlighted areas were: stakeholder engagement, college 

and career readiness for students, differentiated recognition, accountability, and 

support, and supporting effective leadership and instruction.  Dr. Rodriguez 

concluded the discussion with the evaluation system timelines with the opportunity 

for feedback from SAEA. 

 

 

1.0 APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

The following items were removed from the Consent Calendar for discussion and 

separate action: 

 

 1.3 Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Orange County United 

Way for Participation in Destination Graduation Initiative Grant for 

Intermediate Schools for 2013-14 School Year 

 

 1.4 Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Orange County United 

Way for Participation in Destination Graduation Initiative Grant 

for High Schools for 2013-14 School Year 

 

The following items were removed from the Agenda: 
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1.12 Acceptance of Completion of Contracts for Various Projects District-

wide 

 

 1.14 Authorization to Complete Maintenance Repairs to Existing 

Electronic Locks at District Office 

 

It was moved by Richardson, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the remaining items on the Consent Calendar as follows: 

 

1.1 Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting – September 10, 2013 

 

1.2 Approval of Extended Field Trip(s) in Accordance with Board Policy (BP) 6153 

– School-Sponsored Trips and Administrative Regulation (AR) 6153.1 – 

Extended School- Sponsored Trips 

 

1.5 Approval of Agreement with Orange County Superintendent of Schools for 

Early Childhood Education School Readiness Initiative Grant for 2013-14 

School Year 

 

1.6 Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Southern California College of 

Optometry Eye Care Center/Marshall B. Ketchum University for 2013-14 School 

Year 

 

1.7 Approval of Participation in Student Field Placement with Nova Southeastern 

University, Inc., for 2013-14 School Year 

 

1.8 Ratification of Purchase Order Summary and Listing of Orders $25,000 and 

Over for Period of August 28, 2013 through September 10, 2013 

 

1.9 Ratification of Expenditure Summary and Warrant Listing for Period of 

August 28, 2013 through September 10, 2013 

 

1.10 Approval/Ratification of Listing of Agreements/Contracts with Santa Ana 

Unified School District and Various Consultants Submitted for Period of 

August 28, 2013 through September 10, 2013 

 

1.11 Authorization to Obtain Request for Qualifications for Land Appraisal 

Services for Future District Projects 

 

1.13 Authorization to Obtain Bids for Replacement and Repair of Asphalt at 

Monte Vista Elementary School 

 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION AND SEPARATE ACTION: 

 

1.3 Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Orange County United Way for 

Participation in Destination Graduation Initiative Grant for Intermediate 

Schools for 2013-14 School Year 

 

It was moved by Dr. Yamagata-Noji, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 4-

0, Mr. Richardson out of room, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 

with Orange County United Way for participation in Destination Graduation 

Initiative grant for intermediate schools for the 2013-14 school year. 



Board of Education                                          Minutes Book Page 133 

Minutes 

September 24, 2013 

 

1.4 Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Orange County United Way for 

Participation in Destination Graduation Initiative Grant for High Schools 

for 2013-14 School Year 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández, seconded by Dr. Yamagata-Noji, and carried 

4-0, Mr. Richardson out of room, to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 

with Orange County United Way for participation in Destination Graduation 

Initiative grant for high schools for the 2013-14 school year. 

 

 

REGULAR AGENDA – ACTION ITEMS 

 

2.0 ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH BOARD POLICY 3290 – GIFTS, GRANTS, AND 

BEQUESTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

accept gifts in accordance with Board Policy (BP) 3290 – Gifts, Grants, and 

Bequests.  Attached is a listing of the gifts. 

 

3.0 ADOPTION OF HIGH SCHOOL ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOK 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 5-0, 

to adopt the High School AP Human Geography textbook. 

 

4.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 13/14-2983 - PATH TO BILITERACY AND SEAL OF 

BILITERACY 

 

It was moved by Dr. Yamagata-Noji seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 4-

0, Ms. Iglesias out of room, to adopt the Resolution No. 13/14-2983 – Path 

to Biliteracy and Seal of Biliteracy.  Copy of Resolution attached. 

 

5.0 RATIFICATION OF SUBMISSION OF GATES FOUNDATION NEXT GEN SYSTEM GRANT FOR 

2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 4-0, Ms. 

Iglesias out of room, to ratify the submission of the Gates Foundation Next 

Gen System grant application for the 2013-14 school year. 

 

6.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF 21ST CENTURY GLOBAL ACADEMY CHARTER PETITION 

 

  No action required. 

 

7.0 APPROVAL OF REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF SANTA ANA FOR MONTE VISTA 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ASPHALT REPAIR COSTS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 4-0, 

Ms. Iglesias out of room, to approve the Reimbursement Agreement with the 

City of Santa Ana for the Monte Vista Elementary School asphalt repair costs. 
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8.0 APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN SANTA ANA UNIFIED SCHOOL 

DISTRICT, SANTA ANA PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION, AND CITY OF IRVINE TO 

INITIATE A THREE-YEAR MATCHING GRANT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Santa Ana Unified School 

District, Santa Ana Public Schools Foundation, and City of Irvine to initiate 

a three-year matching grant. 

 

9.0 APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT TO 

ESTABLISH AN EASEMENT AT HERITAGE MUSEUM SITE 

 

Item 9.0 removed from the Agenda. 

 

10.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF INITIAL BARGAINING PROPOSALS FOR SANTA ANA 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT, SANTA ANA EDUCATORS’ ASSOCIATION, AND CALIFORNIA 

SCHOOL EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, CHAPTER 41 

 

No action required. 

 

Board President Hernández stated that the District has received the initial 

proposal for negotiations from SAUSD, SAEA, and CSEA.  Copies of the initial 

proposals will be made available for public review at the District’s Human 

Resources Office.  Members of the public will be given an opportunity to 

address this initial proposal at the next regularly scheduled Board Meeting 

on October 8, 2013. 

 

11.0 APPROVAL OF PERSONNEL CALENDAR 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the Personnel Calendar.  Copy attached. 

 

12.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 13/14-2984 - PROCLAIMING SEPTEMBER 15 THROUGH 

OCTOBER 15, 2013 AS NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

adopt Resolution No. 13/14-2984 Proclaiming September 15 through October 15, 

2013 as Santa Ana unified School District’s National Hispanic Heritage Month.  

Copy of Resolution attached. 

 

13.0 APPOINTMENT OF SAUSD SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS AND APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT 

AGREEMENT 

 

Action taken earlier in meeting. 

 

14.0 BOARD AND STAFF REPORTS/ACTIVITIES 

  

Dr. Yamagata-Noji 

 Reminded all educators in the District that the Santa Ana Public Schools 

Foundation has Make a Difference Grants available; SAUSD website has a 

link to the foundation with information. 
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Ms. Iglesias 

 Thanked Mr. McCully for his leadership. 

 Opportunity to attend Spurgeon Intermediate’s Back to School Night; 

amazing job Mr. Irving is doing at Spurgeon. 

 

Mr. Richardson 

 Noted the successful grand opening at Garfield Elementary; exceptional 

school project. 

 Attended the Third Annual Cambodian Family Celebration Dinner last 

Friday; Dr. Yamagata-Noji was recognized for being instrumental in 

working with the organization since 1994. 

 

Mr. Palacio 

 Thanked Mr. McCully for his leadership; appreciated his ability to 

address issues. 

 Welcomed Dr. Miller to Santa Ana; looking forward to working with him. 

 

Mr. Hernández 

 Expressed gratitude to Mr. Irving at Spurgeon Intermediate School. 

 Attended the Segerstrom/Godinez football game; enjoyed the community 

spirit. 

 Welcomed Dr. Miller to the helm; looks forward to his leadership. 

 Thanked Mr. McCully; the Board is extremely grateful for the hard work 

and is appreciative for taking charge through this transition.  

 

 

REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION 

 

By a vote of 4-0, the Board took action to approve the Workers’ Compensation 

Compromise & Release in the amount of $75,000 for former classified employee, as 

named in Closed Session, Claim No. SUSD-006277 and SUSD-004267. 
 

Moved:   Hernández ______ Richardson __X___Yamagata-Noji __ ___ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:Hernández ___ __ Richardson __ ___Yamagata-Noji ______ Palacio ___X _ Iglesias ______ 

 

Vote:    Ayes __4____ Noes ___0__ Abstain _______ Absent ___1 _  

 

 

By a vote of 5-0, the Board took action to approve the settlement and release 

agreement of permanent classified employee, as named in Closed Session, Employee 

ID# 11655, effective September 10, 2013. 
 

Moved:   Hernández ___ __ Richardson ___X _Yamagata-Noji ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:Hernández ___ __ Richardson __ ___Yamagata-Noji __ ___ Palacio ___X _ Iglesias ______ 

 

Vote:    Ayes __5____ Noes ___0___ Abstain ______ Absent ______ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
























































